
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
  

We are pleased to announce that selections for 

the May 2016 local elections are now complete. 

Bristol Labour will be standing 70 candidates 

throughout the city.  

New candidates are welcome to attend and take 

part in all Labour meetings leading up to May.    

www.labourbristol.org.uk                                                                                                                                     @LabourBristol              

New Candidates Welcomed! 

Council Pass Labour Anti-Trade Union Bill Motion  

Bristol City Council has passed a Labour motion 

calling upon the Mayor to reject and oppose the 

Government’s Trade Union Bill.  

The Bill is the biggest crackdown on trade union 

rights for over 30 years. It proposes criminalising 

picketing, permitting employers to hire strike-

breaking agency staff and stopping councils from 

collecting Trade Union subscriptions from their 

employees’ wages. 

It is estimated that over 100,000 trade union 

members in the Bristol area could be affected by 

the Government’s plans. 

Labour motion received cross party support and 

passed by 28 votes, with 40 votes in favour, 12 

against and 5 abstentions. Notably the Lib Dems 

abstained from the vote and tried to stop the 

motions proposer, Cllr Mike Wollacott from 

speaking.  

 

Continued page 4 

Labour group leader Helen Holland said: “We are 

delighted to be standing so many brilliant 

candidates throughout Bristol.  

“I know they will campaign hard to get themselves 

and our mayoral candidate Marvin Rees elected next 

May.”   
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Cllr Sue Milestone has raised concern about the 

impact that TTIP could have on public services, 

particularly in the NHS and Local Government. 

Labour believes that the NHS should be exempt 

from the agreement. Other countries have sought 

to exempt areas from the agreement but the Tory 

Government has not done this and there has been 

no assessment untaken on the potential impact 

the agreement could have on local councils.   

Councillor Sue Milestone said: “Many people in 

Bristol are concerned about the impact that TTIP 

could have on our public services. We fear it could 

lead to greater privatisation in the NHS and the 

public services that Bristol City Council provides.  

“I believe all our public services need to be more, 

Concern about TTIP  

Labour Councillor, Ron Stone has called upon the 

Mayor and the City Council to support plans to 

build a War Memorial in Bristol to commemorate 

the contribution and sacrifice of Sikh service men 

and women during the two World Wars and other 

past conflicts.  

It is estimated that 83,000 Sikhs lots their lives in 

World War I and around 109,000 were seriously 

wounded. However despite Bristol’s sizable Sikh 

population the city does not have a War Memorial 

commemorating the service and sacrifice of Sikh 

service personnel.  

Labour Councillor Calls for Bristol Sikh War Memorial 

Cllr Sue Milestone warning about 

the dangers of TTIP  

“We should recognise 

and honour their 

sacrifice” 

- Ron Stone  

not less, integrated.  We know from reports that 

TTIP could have a detrimental impact on local 

services, employment, suppliers and decision-

making. I fear this could drive down standards, 

threaten our public services and take decision 

making power away from local residents. We 

cannot simply ignore this issue. TTIP will have a 

direct impact on the delivery of public services 

here in Bristol. That is why I am calling on the 

Mayor to investigate the impact TTIP will have 

on our local authority. I hope he will undertake 

this vital piece of work and join me in 

campaigning against TTIP.”   

Councillor Ron Stone and Bristol’s Sikh 

community are now campaigning for a 

memorial to be built in Bristol and are calling 

upon the Mayor and the City Council to help 

support the project.    

“The service and sacrifice Sikh soldiers made 

during the two World Wars and past conflicts 

should never be forgotten” said councillor Ron 

Stone. “In both wars Sikh service men and 

women stood shoulder with Britain’s own 

soldiers fighting tyranny for world peace. If 

they had not done so Britain and Bristol would 

be a very different place. As a city we should 

recognise and honour their sacrifice by 

ensuring that a war memorial is built in the 

centre of Bristol to remind residents and 

visitors of their actions.” 
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Helen Holland warns Bristol is 

losing the fight against poverty  

‘Growing inequality is the biggest challenge facing Bristol’ 

‘Growing inequality is the biggest challenge facing 

Bristol’ that was the stark message from Labour 

Group Leader Helen Holland who is demanding that 

Mayor George Ferguson does more to tackle poverty 

in our city.   

The Index of Multiple Deprivation 2015 has revealed 

that more of Bristol residents now live in areas that 

fall within the most deprived areas of England than in 

2010. According to the report published by Bristol 

City Council around 69,000 residents live in the most 

deprived areas in England, including over 17,000 

children and 10,500 older people.   

The report also reveals that 17% of Bristol residents 

are income deprived and 24% of children living in 

Bristol are growing up in income deprived families. 

Labour councillors have called the figures ‘shameful’ 

and have submitted a motion to Council challenging 

the Mayor to commit to 5 initiatives that would help 

alleviate poverty and increase employment 

opportunities in areas of highest deprivation.   

Commenting in the press Helen Holland said: 

“Growing inequality is the biggest challenge facing 

Bristol. Deprivation in communities like the one I 

represent in Whitchurch Park is deepening. Low 

incomes, a lack of employment opportunities and 

poor public transport are pushing more people into 

poverty. Bristol is portrayed as a place where the 

economy is booming, and everyone is doing well, but 

the reality is quite different for a huge number of 

people and unless action is taken now, the scale of 

poverty in Bristol will continue to increase and we will 

become a more divided city.  

“Well meant words and good intentions are no longer 

enough.  We have to tackle the causes as well as the 

symptoms of deprivation. To do this the council’s 

policy has to change. We need to focus on those 

Bristol Poverty Facts  

In Bristol 16% of residents - 69,000 

people - live in the most deprived areas 

in England, including 17,800 children 

and 10,500 older people.  

 

The greatest levels of deprivation in 

Bristol are in Whitchurch Park, Hartcliffe, 

Filwood and Lawrence Hill. 

parts of the city which seem to have been forgotten 

by the Mayor. That is why we are challenging him to 

commit to a package of policy initiatives that will 

not only help people living in poverty today but will 

also confront the causes of deprivation in our 

poorest communities. We need to do more to ensure 

that everyone has the opportunity to benefit from 

Bristol’s success not just the few at the top. I hope 

the Mayor will start to see that this cannot wait, as 

otherwise or his legacy will be appearing to give up 

on the fight against poverty.”        

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris Jackson talks to Made in Bristol TV about Poverty statistics  
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 Following the vote the Mayor agreed to oppose 

the Government’s Bill and take every possible 

measure to main the council’s autonomy in 

managing its relationship with local Trade Unions.  

The motion submitted by Councillor Mike 

Wollacott called on the Mayor to: 

1. Publically reject the Government’s attack 

on Trade Unions and its attack on our right to 

manage our own affairs 

2. Write to the Secretary of State for Business, 

Innovation and Skills stating the Council’s 

opposition to the Government’s Trade Union Bill. 

3. Continue its own locally agreed industrial 

relations strategy, take every measure possible to 

maintain its autonomy; (i) To maintain the current 

facility that recognised trade unions can have 

subscriptions deducted through payroll, (which is, 

de-facto zero cost to the Council ) unless legally 

obliged to, in which case we will support trade 

unions’ efforts to move members onto direct 

debit. (ii)   Maintain the current level of release 

time for Trade Union representatives. 

4. Write to all Bristol MPs informing them of 

Bristol City Council’s position and encouraging 

them to oppose the Trade Union Bill. 

5. Protect Bristol City Council employee’s 

right to strike by committing to refusing to use 

agency workers to cover permanent staff during 

industrial action. 

Ahead of the meeting on November 10th, 

Councillor Mike Wollacott said: “The Government’s 

Trade Union Bill is a vindictive attack on peoples’ 

fundamental right to belong to a Trade Union and 

take industrial action. The Governments pursuit of 

its free market ideology will drive further the 

inequality that they have created, and this 

legislation will seriously weaken Trade Unions 

ability to protect its members. 

 

“The 

Government’s 

Trade Union Bill 

is a vindictive 

attack on 

peoples’ 

fundamental 

right to belong to 

a Trade Union 

and take 

industrial action.” 

“In these challenging times, it has never been a more 

important time to belong to a trade union. The fact 

that strike action has dropped dramatically over the 

past two decades, shows how unnecessary this 

legislation is and it is fair to say that such action is only 

ever used as a last resort.   

“As a council we need to stand up to the Government. 

That is why I am calling on the Mayor to oppose the Bill 

and protect Bristol City Council employee’s right to 

strike by committing to refusing to use agency workers 

to cover permanent staff during industrial action.” 

After the meeting Bristol Labour Group Leader Helen 

Holland said: “It is great news that the Council has 

agreed with our motion and that the Mayor will oppose 

the Trade Union Bill. We are determined to stand up for 

people’s rights and freedoms at work. The Council 

should be able to continue to manage its own 

relationship with local trade union branches and not be 

bossed around by anti-trade union Tories. We can now 

send a clear message to Westminster that Bristol does 

not want their anti-trade union laws here.”    

 

Trade Union Bill article from page 1 

Mike Wollacott giving a passionate speech against the Trade Union 

Bill at a meeting of Full Council 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Housing Bill… 

I am appalled that the Government is planning to 

introduce mandatory rent increases for social tenants 

who earn more than £30,000.  This could mean that a 

couple working full-time and earning the living wage 

will face a considerable rent hike. I fear these plans 

that will be considered by Parliament this week will 

intensify the spiral of ever higher housing costs here in 

Bristol.  

The Government needs to rethink this unfair and cruel 

policy and not penalise working people who are 

struggling to make ends meet.    

Marg Hickman, Lawrence Hill  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letters you may have missed…  
Junior Doctors' Contracts -if it ain't broke, why fix 

it? 

 

Given that so many Junior Doctors are trained and 

are in training at our large Bristol Hospitals that 

provide such high standards of medical care and 

treatment, the new contract being put forward by 

Jeremy Hunt, the Health Secretary, is extremely 

concerning. Negotiations between the Government 

and British Medical Association (BMA) are 

deadlocked.  As I understand it, the Government is 

proposing to cut the pay for evening and weekend 

shifts worked by Junior Doctors. Why? The system 

works well now as the hundreds of patients who 

have experienced a medical crisis outside ‘normal’ 

hours and their families can attest. So what is 

Jeremy Hunt trying to fix?  It looks to me like 

meddling of the worst kind, putting lives at risk.  

 

Jeremy Hunt and this nasty Government that think 

they know the cost of everything and the value of 

nothing ought to back down on this quickly; if the 

system isn’t broken, why fix it? 

 
Eileen Means, Brislington West  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to send a letter to The Bristol Post? 

Need some assistance drafting it?  

We are here to help! 

Email: Ben.Mosley@Bristol.gov.uk  

 

The City Unites in Solidarity with the people of Paris  
Political and Community leaders have come together 

to condemn the recent terrorist attacks in Paris.  

Tributes were led by Councillor Afzal Shah who said 

the Muslim faith made it clear that if you spilt the 

blood of one individual, it was the equivalent of 

spilling the blood of the whole of humanity.  

Several other Labour councillors attended the candle 

lit vigil including Labour Group leader Helen Holland, 

Estella Tincknell and Marg Hickman. Labour’s mayoral 

candidate led a prayer inside Bristol Cathedral. 

A statement from Bristol’s Labour MPs was also read. 

The message from the vigil was clear. There is no 

place for hatred and division in Bristol.   

Community and political leaders unite in solidarity with the people of Paris 
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Dates for your Diary 

5:30pm Tuesday 24th November 2015: Protest: STOP CUTS TO TAX CREDITS! 

https://www.facebook.com/events/981806018524290/  

 

6:30pm Monday 23rd November 2015: Environment and Transport Policy Forum. To attend email 

Mhairi Threlfall: mhairi.threlfall@bristol.gov.uk    

 

6:30pm Wednesday 25th November: Economy Policy Forum: To attend email David Jepson: 

djbristolwlabour@aol.com  

 

7-9pm Wednesday 25th November: Equalities Policy Forum: To attend email Ruth Pickersgill: 

ruth.pickersgill@googlemail.com  

 

7:30pm Wednesday 25th November: Arts and Culture Policy Forum. To attend email Estella 

Tincknell: estella.tincknell@bristol.gov.uk   

 

7-9pm Wednesday 25th November: Health and Social Care Policy Forum. To attend email Marg 

Hickman: marghickman@me.com                 

 

7pm Friday 27th November: Reclaim the Night - Queen Square, BS1 4 Bristol.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/1642289059393275/  

 

12 noon Sunday 29th November 2015: Bristol March for Climate, Justice & Jobs – Castel Park, 

Bristol. Read more: https://www.facebook.com/events/1720715738152151/ 

 

7.30pm-9pm Monday 30th November:  Housing Policy Forum. To attend email Paul Smith: 

thepaduan@aol.com   

 

Useful contacts: 

 

The Labour Councillors’ Office: 0117 922 3827 

 

Twitter: @LabourBristol  

 

Website: www.labourbristol.org.uk                                                                                                                                       

 


